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June 2022 Magazine
The next magazine will be the June 2022 issue.
Please send copy for it by 18 May 2022
to Doreen Denney, email: doreenmdenney@yahoo.co.uk

tel. 0116 233 8604
~~~~~~~~~
If you wish to receive online copies,
please contact as above.
If you wish to receive regular hand-delivered
copies of the magazine contact: Elaine Trayner,
119 Faire Rd., Glenfield LE3 8EG, tel. 0116 287 2239
10 copies of Keynotes are produced during the year with a double
month for July/August and December/January.
It would be greatly appreciated
if our readers are able to make an annual donation
towards the cost in time and finance.
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Church details, events and services
can be found in this magazine and also on the website:www.stpetersglenfield.org.uk
St. Peter’s, Glenfield exists for the benefit of the whole
community, not simply those people
who come to church on Sunday.
We are always delighted to arrange baptisms and weddings,.
If we can help in this, or any other way,
please contact the Rector or Churchwardens

Staying in Touch with Keynotes
Donations are very welcome but are not mandatory. For
information on how to donate please contact Doreen Denney by
email to doreenmdenney@yahoo.co.uk or phone 0116 233 8604.
Contributions to the content of the Keynotes magazine are also
very welcome and can be transmitted to Doreen
by email (see opp.) or written and sent to her at
33 Clovelly Road, Glenfield, LE3 8AE.

2022

Sun.
Sun.
Mon.
Sat.
Thurs.

1 May 8 May 9 May 14 May 26 May -

APCM
World Fair Trade Day
1 - 2.30pm Bumps and Babies, Church Centre
7.30pm Concert at St Peter’s Church p7
Ascension Day
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Revd. Richard Trethewey,
The Rectory,
Main Street, Glenfield, LE3 8DG
Email: richard@stpetersandallsaints.org.uk

tel: 0116 287 1604

From Babes to the Elderly
enerational differences can be quite something, particularly over the
past century, when the pace of change has probably been quicker
than at any time in recorded history. Not long ago I was at a farming
museum and gazing at a particularly rusty specimen of a tractor. I
realised it was the model my dad used, occasionally, to be allowed to
drive on the farm he grew up on back in the 1950s. You’d never see the
like of it at work today – no seatbelt for one thing – but for his dad, my
grandad, it was still an advanced bit of technology. He’d spent most of
his farming life with a horse doing the ploughing.

G

Whereas my son, all of 16 months old, seems more motivated in learning
to speak so that Siri or Alexa can understand him than that we can! His
current favourite pastime is pressing the button on the bottom of the iPad
and seeing if he can get Siri to say ‘hello’ back to his muttered ‘lo’.
These differences can easily lead to misunderstanding – I can’t imagine
what it was like milking the cows before heading off to school, and my
dad didn’t really ever fully understand the pressures of teenage life in the
1980s and the emergence of computers as a major influence – and even
deepen into suspicion. Every teenage generation has said ‘you just don’t
understand’, and every generation as it has aged has said something
along the lines of ‘it was never like this in my day…’.
Yet some of the richest interactions we have are with people from
another generation – my wife still values immensely the hours she spent
with her grandmother learning to sew and crochet. When we divide
ourselves by age, we miss out on insight, wisdom and challenge.
The Church inherited inter-generationality (please let me know if there’s a
better word for it than that!) from its Jewish roots, where there is a rich
heritage of family-based rituals and celebrations where young and old
alike have a part to play in asking and answering questions. The Church
is still one of the few places where you will see 9-month-olds and 90-year
-olds engaging in the same event. In a society where misunderstanding
is rife, and suspicion on the rise, we need to strengthen those links
between the generations, to bring reconciliation and understanding
instead of division, to learn to get along and share rather than go our
separate ways.
Richard
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A very frank prayer
(I received this prayer from an ACE member who told me it was an
anonymous contribution but I later discovered it was attributed to a
Mother Superior) Bob Peters
Lord, thou knowest better than I know myself that I am growing
older and will some day be old. Keep me from getting talkative,
and particularly from the fatal habit of thinking that I must say
something on every subject and on every occasion. Release me
from craving to straighten out everybody's affairs. Keep my mind
from the recital of endless details and give me wings to come to the
point. I ask for grace enough to listen to the tales of others' pains.
Help me to endure them with patience.
But seal my lips on my own aches and pains; they are increasing
and my love of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the days
go by. Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally it is possible
that I may be mistaken. Keep me reasonably sweet. I do not want
to be a saint - some of them are so hard to live with - but a sour old
woman is one of the crowning works of the devil. Make me
thoughtful; but not moody; helpful but not bossy. With my vast store
of wisdom it seems a pity not to use it all, but thou knowest, Lord,
that I want a few friends at the end.
Courtesy of ACE

On Sunday the 20th of March, Katherine Morrison M.B.E. came
to speak to us about leprosy and all the work being done to
eradicate the disease, especially in India. She gave us a very
informative talk, having been to India and seen for herself the
good work of the leprosy mission. Thank you all so much who
came to church and gave so generously. We raised up to £200.
I would like to thank Brian and Diane who led the service, and
all who helped make the morning so special.
Love in our Lord Jesus Christ
Ella Mitchell.
Leprosy Mission representative for St. Peter’s.
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When were the gospels written?
An extract from ‘Dates and Context of the
New Testament Scriptures’
by Brian Sherring.
The destruction of Jerusalem and its Temple in AD 70 has provided us
with a ‘signpost’ in determining the dates when the New Testament
Scriptures were written. Above all, it makes nonsense of the dates
suggested by the ‘higher Critics’ who sometimes date them as late as
the second century, making it impossible for the apostles to have written
them. But, contrariwise, and as noted by three well respected 20th
century expositors, I observed that there was no indication in any one of
the New Testament writings that the catastrophe of AD 70 had actually
taken place when they wrote.
The obvious conclusion based upon this fact seems to have been largely
ignored, or treated of little consequence by many. The three expositors
who didn’t were:
John A.T. Robinson: Redating the New Testament, 1976
James Moffatt: Introduction to the Literature of the New Testament,
1918. He is best known for his translation of the Bible.
John Wenham: Re-dating Matthew, Mark and Luke, 1991
These three thought it was remarkable that ‘AD 70 and all that’ had been
almost completely ignored by many commentators when dating the
writings of the New Testament. The importance of ‘AD 70 and all that’
has dealt a death blow to the dates given to them by ‘the higher Critics’
With permission from The Open Bible Trust

Shepherd Dog
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ST PETER’S CHURCH,
GLENFIELD, LE3 8DP
www.stpetersglenﬁeld.org.uk

‘West End to
Covent Garden’
A summer concert with

Octave
singing songs from Musicals
and well-known arias from Opera

Saturday, 14 th May 2022
7.30pm
Tickets £8

(Refreshments included)
Advanced booking recommended
Numbers limited

Tickets from
Doreen Denney 0116 233 8604
Claire Clark 20clarkcg09@gmail.com
Tola Shotinwa 07392298544
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Bare Necessi es
ome time ago, my neighbour banged on my door to warn me that
we were about to have our mains water supply cut off. So, it was
a quick scramble to fill the kettle, saucepans, and a bucket and
whatever else I could think of to keep me going for at least a few
hours.

S

Water is something we take for granted, use a lot of and forget to
remember that it is essentially one of the bare necessities of life
It reminded me of my childhood living in a small Suffolk village. We
had one village pump which fortunately for our family was situated
on the road side very near our house. But it took a lot of energy to
pump a pail of water and then carry it home! This supply of water
was later augmented by water stand-pipes at two-mile intervals to
help those who were not so fortunate as we were!
Have you ever thought of the amount of water any given household
use in a day….drinks, washing clothes. washing dishes, washing
hands, toilet……? But, of course, many do not have the luxury of a
toilet. What then? Around a third of the world’s population have to
use fields, hedge rows, streams, rivers, railway lines, canal banks,
roadsides, plastic bags, or squalid, disease-breeding buckets…
I didn’t know that every minute, a child under the age of five dies
because of dirty water and poor sanitation. Did you know that?
Did you know that the lack of a loo makes women and girls
vulnerable to snakes or being attacked by men as they walk to the
edge of their community to go to the toilet in the open late at night?
These facts and others are given in a leaflet produced by an
organisation called Toilet Twinning in Christchurch, Dorset, BH23
1EU. For just £60 you can twin your toilet with a single, household
latrine in an impoverished community. Tear Fund urges us to get
involved. One gift means one toilet and it is there for ever!!
Think about it next time you turn the tap on or have a shower or flush
the loo!

Pam Harvey

Lack of toilets
is out of order

www.toilettwinning.org.
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Pray as you can, .....not as you can’t!
This Month’s Prayer for Peace in Ukraine is from Christian Aid
This prayer is by Sally Foster-Fulton, Head of Nations and Church
Relations for Christian Aid. For further prayers and to make
donations to help the victims of the war in Ukraine:
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/pray/prayer-ukraine
Borders, barricades, bewilderment…
When the bargaining begins, God please protect peace.
Sanctions, security measured in minutes and it’s scary…
When safety scatters, God please protect peace.
War dresses up in peace-keeper’s clothes, Troops amass, the
ground trembles and so do people…
When the future feels fragile, God please protect peace.
The littlest, the least likely to have a say, those whose lives are
sanctioned and bargained over –
Violence always finds them first. And the ‘oh-so-important’ political
manoeuvres mean nothing to them. They just want to live.
When the winners want to wipe them out of the way, God please
protect peace.
We will not turn away. We will stand together –
God give us the strength to protect peace.
Amen

In February, when war in Ukraine began, the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York wrote a prayer for the country and its people:
A Prayer for Ukraine
God of peace and justice,
we pray for the people of Ukraine today.
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow,
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.
We pray for those with power over war or peace,
for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their decisions.
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear,
that you would hold and protect them.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Amen
Archbishop Justin Welby
Archbishop Stephen Cottrell
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Feeding the Future –
an exciting new study that YOU can be part of!
Researchers at the University of Oxford are looking for as many
volunteers as possible to complete an online survey to improve future
research on the health impacts of different diets.
How can we know which foods are good for us, and which ones aren’t?
To investigate this, researchers use large-scale observational studies
which track people over time to see if certain diets appear to be linked to
a higher risk of developing disease. But because UK diets have changed
so much over recent years – for instance, with the rise of new plant-based
milk and meat alternatives - we have very limited information about what
modern diets contain. This makes it very difficult to understand why
certain diets may be associated with different disease risks.
Dr Keren Papier, a nutritional epidemiologist at the University of Oxford,
explained: ‘Studies have shown, for instance, that plant-based diets are
associated with a lower risk of heart disease. But these diets can be
interpreted very differently in real life; some vegetarians and vegans may
eat many nutritious foods such as wholegrains, fruits, vegetables, and
pulses, while others may solely eat white pasta, tomato sauce, white
bread with margarine, and crisps.’
To address this, Dr Papier and her colleagues have launched a new study
called Feeding the Future (FEED), which aims to generate an up-to date
picture of what UK adults following different diets are actually eating. The
researchers are looking for as many UK residents as possible to complete
a short, one-off survey about the foods they eat, and why. They hope the
results will increase our understanding of how disease risks may vary for
different diets, and that it will inform future research and dietary
recommendations.
‘Whether you are a carnivore, vegan, vegetarian, pescatarian or
flexitarian*, we would really like to hear from you. By taking the survey,
you can help contribute to important research, without even leaving your
home’ added Dr Papier.
The survey is open to all UK adults over 18 years old and can be found
at: https://oxford.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/feeding-the-future-study-feed
if you have internet. You can find out more about the ‘Feeding the Future’
study at: https://www.ceu.ox.ac.uk/research/feeding-the-future-study-feed
*I had to look up what a flexitarian is - it’s a person who has a primarily
vegetarian diet but occasionally eats meat or fish.
Bob Peters
Courtesy of ACE
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Mothers’ Union Group
at St Peter’s
Members again met at the Renew Café on Maundy Thursday, our
normal meeting day, but also to celebrate the 90th birthday of Elaine
Smith. We all had a wonderful morning with refreshments and, of
course, birthday cake. It is good to get together and chat with members
and friends in a relaxed setting.
As restrictions still apply we cannot use the kitchen without level one
hygiene certificates. These are obtainable online at the cost of £10-00.
The other options are to bring our own drinks, or meet in members’
homes. The Church Centre still requires us to clean and sanitise before
and after meetings.
If any member is willing to take the online hygiene course (we need 4
members), offer to host a meeting or volunteer to help with the cleaning
please contact me (2243636). In the meantime we will continue to meet
at the Renew Café; our next meeting date is May 12th.
I and the committee had a lovely Easter card from Audrey to say that
she is still in contact with our link members at St. Marks in Northern
Ireland. Audrey and Gertie have been corresponding for 38 years. The
members at St. Marks have been struggling for some years and after
closing for the pandemic will sadly not be able to reopen.
With love and Prayers Linda

10,000 knitted chain links focus prayer
for modern slavery victims

The Mothers’ Union Knitted Chain, made up of over 10,000 links to
represent the victims of modern day slavery in Leicester and
Leicestershire, has been on display at the Chapel in the Community
of the Tree of Life.
The residents of the Community, as well as other Christians from
across the diocese who had signed up for the monthly 24 hour Prayer
Leicester in March, prayed for those individuals.
Those who prayed downloaded a 60-minute prayer guide from the
Community website and signed up for a one hour slot throughout the
day and night.
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SERVICES may 2022
DATE

GLENFIELD

NEWTOWN LINFORD

8.30am Holy Communion

May 1
E3
Restoration

10am Annual Parochial
Church Meeting

May 8

10am Holy Communion

E4
Stewardship

May 15

10am Holy Communion

10am Morning Prayer

6pm Praise Service

E5
For everyone

10am Morning Worship

May 22

10am Holy Communion

E6

3pm All Age Worship

10am Holy Communion

10am Morning Prayer

10am Joint Holy Communion
at All Saints’

May 29
E7

MIDWEEK COMMUNION SERVICES
10.30am

4th

NEWTOWN LINFORD Thurs 10.15am

5h

GLENFIELD
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Wed

18th

ST PETER’S SERVICES DIARY
MAY 2022

St Peter’s
Glenfield

1 Third Sunday of Easter– Restoration
8.30am HC
John 21:1-19
Acts 9:1-20

4 Wed

10am Annual Parochial Church Meeting
John 21:1-19
10.30am Holy Communion

8 Fourth Sunday - Stewardship
10am Holy Communion
Acts 9:36-43
John 10:22-30

6pm Praise Service

15 Fifth Sunday of Easter - For everyone
10am Morning Worship
Acts 11:1-18
John 13:31-35

18 Wed

10.30am Holy Communion

22 Sixth Sunday of Easter 10am Holy Communion
Acts 16:9-15
John 14:23-29

3pm All Age Worship

29 Sixth Sunday of Easter 10am Joint Holy Communion
at All Saints’
Acts 16:16-34
John 17:20-26
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Educating to save the treasures of our world;
World Turtle Day® 23 May
Throughout my life, writes Bob Peters, I have collected and kept
things that I thought at the time might one day be useful, or because
they were unusual or interesting — well, at least to me!
One of my 'treasures' is a large shell that was once home for a turtle.
Such 'trophies' were made illegal in 1977 by the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora.
Even so, turtles continue to be harvested illegally for human
consumption and trade of their parts. Some are also killed for
medicine and supposedly 'religious' ceremonies.
The shell, which measures 24 x 18 inches, came into my
possession about 50 years ago, but it had been in my first wife's
family for, it was said, more than 100 years previously. My first wife
died of cancer, as did most of her closest family, so the actual history
of the turtle shell has been lost in time. The story goes that one of the
Victorian family members was a seafarer who travelled the world and
brought it home with him. It was thought that he picked it up in the
Caribbean.
The shell had been mounted on a wooden easel and it stood in
several family homes as an ornament before my wife's great aunt
gave it to us. I used it to attract the attention of schoolchildren when
leading assemblies and family service talks about God's amazing
creation; it always worked!
The shell came to mind when I read that there is a special
awareness day for turtles on 23 May. I also learnt that there are more
than about 356 species of turtles living in salt and fresh water in all
continents except Antarctica.
The turtle is thought to be one of the most ancient of creatures
and the word ‘turtle’ is mentioned in the Bible, which should not
surprise us because today there are thousands of sea turtles in the
waters around the Middle East. The turtle is mentioned in the King
James version of the Old Testament book of Leviticus 15:29 as an
offering that a woman could make to be cleansed after giving birth,
provided she could not afford a lamb: 'And if she be not able to bring
a lamb, then she shall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons; the
one for the burnt offering, and the other for a sin offering: and the
priest shall make an atonement for her, and she shall be clean'.
Later translations of the Bible changed this to ‘two turtle doves’, a
bird named after the 'tu tu' sound that it makes, although another
theory is that the name came from a distinctive black band on the
bird’s neck that makes it look like its head can be retracted into its
body, just as a turtle does.
We will never know the truth about the 'turtle' in the Bible,
although it is certainly possible that it’s the sea creature because the
Israelites lived off the produce of both the land and the sea — turtle
meat and eggs are still a source of food and income for many people
14

around the world — but I like to think that the Bible referred to sea
turtles because it gives me a good reason for keeping the shell
among my collection of artefacts!
World Turtle Day® celebrates these gentle animals that have
survived 200 million years, yet they are rapidly disappearing because
of smuggling, habitat destruction, climate change, the cruel pet trade,
and live exotic food markets. The organisers of World Turtle Day®
say that about 61% of turtles worldwide are threatened or already
extinct. According to their experts, they are the most threatened of
the major groups of vertebrates, more so than birds, mammals, and
fish. It is why they say: 'Education is so important in every country
globally so that turtles can be treasured, not eliminated'. To learn
more about World Turtle Day® visit: https://www.worldturtleday.org/
Courtesy of ACE

A Poem for Ascension Day,
Thursday 26 May
This poem is a sonnet by Malcolm Guite who writes a regular column
in ‘Church Times’ which I read regularly. Malcolm describes himself as
a poet-priest and is a chaplain of Girton College Cambridge. This
sonnet is drawn from his collection ‘Sounding Seasons’, published by
Canterbury Press. It is available through Amazon and on Kindle*.
Bob Peters

A Sonnet for Ascension Day
by Malcolm Guite
We saw his light break through the cloud of glory
Whilst we were rooted still in time and place
As earth became a part of Heaven’s story
And heaven opened to his human face.
We saw him go and yet we were not parted
He took us with him to the heart of things
The heart that broke for all the broken-hearted
Is whole and Heaven-centred now, and sings,
Sings in the strength that rises out of weakness,
Sings through the clouds that veil him from our sight,
Whilst we ourselves become his clouds of witness
And sing the waning darkness into light,
His light in us, and ours in him concealed,
Which all creation waits to see revealed.
Courtesy of ACE
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Recipe of the month:
Chick Peas Italienne for Ascension Day, Thursday 26 May
Ascension Day traditions in some parts of the world include eating
organic, healthy, and nutritious food, and avoiding processed
foods, white sugar, and white flour. It often means eating
vegetarian and simple fruit dishes, although poultry is the preferred
food in some places. Our recipe this month is published with this in
mind. It can be served hot or cold.
Ingredients for the four layers
— 1 can of chick peas
— 1 large onion, chopped
— 1 clove garlic, crushed
— 3 tablespoons of olive oil
— ½ tablespoon tomato paste
— 1 can of chopped tomatoes
— 1 teaspoon of brown sugar
— a good pinch of cinnamon
— ½ teaspoon of dried oregano or basil
— salt and pepper
— 2 tablespoons of chopped parsley
Method
Drain and rinse the chick peas. Sauté the onion and garlic in the oil
until soft and translucent. Stir in the tomato paste and chopped
tomato, sugar, spices, and herbs. Bring to the boil and cook until
the sauce reduces and thickens. Season to taste and mix with the
chick peas. Sprinkle with parsley to serve.
Bob Peters
Courtesy of ACE

----oooo----

Funny Kids
Teacher: How old is your father?
Kid:
He is 6 years.
Teacher: What? How is this possible?
Kid:
He became father only when I was born.
(Logic!! Children are quick and always speak their minds.)
________________
Teacher: Maria, go to the map and find North America.
Maria: Here it is.
Teacher: Correct. Now, class, who discovered America?
Class
Maria.
________________
Teacher: Glenn, how do you spell crocodile?
Glen:
K-R-O-K-O-D-I-A-L
Teacher: No, that’s wrong.
Glen:
Maybe it is wrong, but you asked me how I spell it.
(I love this child!)
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Chronicles
Deuteronomy
Esther
Ezekiel
Genesis
Isaiah
Job
Judges
Lamantations
Nehemiah
Proverbs
Ruth

Daniel
Ecclesiastes
Exodus
Ezra
Hosea
Jeremiah
Joshua
Kings
Leviticus
Numbers
Psalms
Samuel

Amos
Ecclesiastes
Ezekiel
Habakkuk
Hosea
Jeremiah
Joel
Lamantations
Micah
Nehemiah
Proverbs
Song of Solomon
Zephaniah

Daniel
Esther
Ezra
Haggai
Isaiah
Job
Jonah
Malachi
Nahum
Obadiah
Psalms
Zechariah
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Glenﬁeld Park W.I.
Meetings 1st Thursday each month

in the Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.
New members and visitors are always welcome
Tim Marren came to Glenfield Park to talk abut the Peter Le Marchant
Trust. Fortunately, we knew that this was a charity otherwise we might
have thought we were in for a boring evening with a talk about finance
(sorry accountants).
The trust was set up in 1987 by Clare Le Marchant to honour her
brother's memory. Peter had been a war correspondent, covering, for
example, the Bosnian war and died at a comparatively early age.
Clare decided to offer canal boat trips for people living with disabilities,
particularly children and so, it began with a boat called Matilda.
Because of their success and demand they moved to larger premises
in Shardlow and commissioned two new boats, called Symphony and
Serenade. (Do you detect a theme here?). Both boats were designed
to accommodate wheelchairs. Finally, in 1990 they moved to their
current location in Loughborough, but had a huge setback as fire
destroyed the facilities. However, nothing daunted , a new office was
built together with a workshop, moorings and created gardens which
have subsequently been voted outstanding in the ‘Britain in Bloom’
competition. Even more impressive, all the work on the garden is done
by volunteers. In 2016, they initiated their first successful seasonal trip
programme. The aim of the trust is very wide reaching, to serve
people living with disabilities, both physical and mental, the elderly
and those living in care, carers and community and faith groups to
name just a few. They have recently added a new boat, Melody, What
did I say about a theme!!
Other news. We had a lovely meal at the Stamford Arms. A
great atmosphere lots of chat and good food.
Next month is our resolution meeting on May 5th when we discuss a
topical question which the W.I. feel needs addressing.
On April 27th we're hoping to walk, now that the weather is improving
(we hope). We have two craft and chat meetings on 22nd and 25th April
and a picnic on July 1st.
Pam Wilson
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On Reflection

Obadiah
by Elizabeth Spiers

The book of Obadiah is just one chapter long. It was written around
586BC and is a message to the people of Edom who were the
descendants of Esau, twin brother of Jacob the Israelite. The
Edomites and the Israelites were family in God’s eyes.
Jacob’s descendants had sinned against God and come under his
judgement. They had been overthrown and taken captive by the
Babylonians and their city had been looted and destroyed. Many
were killed. Those who did manage to escape ran to places such as
Edom hoping to find shelter.
But the Edomites were very proud. They considered themselves to
be powerful, invincible even, and they boasted of it. When they heard
of Israel’s latest misfortunes, they joined in with the looting and
destruction and if they caught Jews escaping, they handed them over
to Babylonians.
God’s message through Obadiah is that he cannot stand by while
they destroy their ‘brother’ (v10). He tells the Edomites that although
they may consider themselves unassailable, a time is coming when
they will be completely destroyed as repayment for their pride and
their evil deeds. There will be no trace of them left at all.
Families can be very difficult to live with. Most of us have a family
member that is not easy to get along with. Maybe they bullied us,
stole from us, or treated us badly. It’s all too easy to glory in anything
bad that happens to them or spread gossip about them. But as adults
and especially as Christians, surely the better way is to pray for them
and ask God to break into their lives. While we may not be able to
enjoy a close relationship with them, our response to them speaks
loudly to our Father in heaven.
1 Samuel 16:7 says: ‘People judge by outward appearance, but the
LORD looks at the heart.’
What is your heart saying to God today?
Courtesy of ACE

Strapline
Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into a
friend. (Martin Luther King)
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Celebrating the life and work of Louis Braille
By Bob Peters
Sometimes in life we meet a stranger in an unusual place, and we find
that we can never forget them. Even though we may not remember their
name or where they came from our brain recalls them when we read
something, or see something, that instantly reminds us of the meeting.
One such person is a man I met at a water tap on the edge of field. We
were both attending a holiday rally run by the Christian Caravanning and
Camping Club. He was probably about the same age as me and I was in
my 50's.
After filling our water containers, we stood and chatted. Our conversation
soon got round to a talk that we had both attended the evening before. I
soon realised that this man not only had an amazing knowledge of the
Bible but had an enviable faith in God. It took me a little longer to realise
that he was totally blind in both eyes, and that was why his dog, which
sat quietly by his feet, kept a close eye on me!
Our paths crossed a number of times during that holiday, and I looked
forward to our discussions about life and the Bible. Curious as to how he
had achieved such a deep understanding of the Bible, I could not help
asking him how it had come about. 'I have read the Bible every day since
I was a young boy,' he said. One day, his father had asked him if there
was anything that he really wanted to help him make life more enjoyable.
He asked for a Braille Bible.
Neither he or his father had any idea what that meant, but his father went
out and bought one. A few weeks later a lorry pulled up outside their
house and unloaded his Bible. It came in several boxes and completely
filled the hall of their small, terraced house from floor to ceiling! When
researching some ideas for this month's magazine I discovered that
World Braille Day is held on 4 January every year and my memories of
this remarkable man flooded back!
World Braille Day celebrates the life and work of Louis Braille, a French
educator and inventor who was born on 4 January 1809 and who
developed the Braille reading system for the visually impaired. His
system is virtually the same today.
Louis Braille was also blind from a very early age. An accident with a
stitching awl in his father's harness making shop left him in blind in one
eye. It also caused an infection which spread to the good eye leaving him
totally blind in both.
In those days there were few educational resources for the blind, but
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this did not seem to worry Louis Braille who is said to have he
excelled in his education so much that he won a scholarship to
France's Royal Institute for Blind Youth. It was here that he began
working on a system of tactile code that could allow blind people to
read and write quickly and efficiently. He created a new method that
was more compact than a previous one invented by Charles Barbier.
His new method lent itself to a wider range of uses, including music –
Louis Braille was also an accomplished cellist and organist. He
revealed his work to his peers in 1824.
Louis Braille became a professor at the Institute and spent much of
the remainder of his life developing his system that was, eventually
some years after his death in January 1852 to become recognised
worldwide. His system is virtually unchanged to this day.
In 2018, the United Nations recognised the worldwide importance of
Louis Braille's contribution to a communications system that has been
adapted for many different languages, by declaring that there should
be an annual special day, called World Braille Day, and that it should
be held on 4 January — his birthday.
The purpose of World Braille Day is to raise awareness about how
Braille plays a significant role in the complete realization of human
rights in the lives of blind and partially sighted people.
It is not only used for books such as the Braille Bible, which was first
published in 1953 and revised in 1990, it is also used on signs in
public spaces, such as lift keypads, and doors, and on restaurant
menus, and for labelling everyday items such medications and
various documents, for example bank statements.
Louis Braille fully deserves the accolade declared by the United
Nations for his life changing work.
Courtesy of ACE

Straplines
When we do the best we can, we never know what miracle is
wrought in our life, or in the life of another. (Helen Keller)
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RENEW CAFE
Our new café runs every Thursday with a range
of art and crafts activities for people to do as well
as chat and support one another in wellbeing.
Why not come down to the Church Centre and join in 9.30am - noon?
Would you be interested in helping out? A few more people are
needed to supplement the existing team. Either let the Rector know or
speak to the team on a Thursday

GROWTH GROUP
Wednesday evenings fortnightly. 7.45pm
(cancelled until further notice)
Contact: Brian Hughes

GROWING TOGETHER
Wednesday morning weekly. 11am at 76 Clovelly Road
(online only until further notice)
Contact: Geoff Stokes
Cherryl Read

THE ARCHES
Bereavement peer support group
3rd Monday of each month.
(cancelled until further notice)
Meetings are held in Glenfield, at 2pm
Contact: Revd. Richard Trethewey on 0116 287 1604

LUNCH FOR THOSE WHO LIVE ALONE
Bring and Share (Savoury or sweet)
Sunday 12.30pm in the Church Centre
Next meeting: to be advised
Contact: Lydia Speight
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Revd. Pam Harvey

St Peter’s Music Time for Mums and Tots
Meeting on Tuesday afternoons at 2pm. Songs, rhymes,
instruments, actions and fun for children aged 0 to pre-school
and their carers. Refreshments provided.
See the St Peter’s Music Time for Mums and Tots
Facebook page for information :
facebook.com/stpetersmusictime

***

Bumps & Babies
Weigh & Play
This is a group for all who care for babies and pre-school
children and expectant mothers.
We meet on the 2nd Monday of each month,
1pm to 2.30pm. May 9
at St. Peter’s Church Centre, Glenfield LE3 8DB
A chance to weigh your little ones
and chat over a cuppa with others.
Entry fee £1
For more information contact Diane on: 07790410659
diane_hughes41@hotmail.co.uk
Find us on Facebook.com/stpetersweighandplay

***
Straplines
When you think of the incredible beauty of creation, a host
of impressive historical facts and countless lives that have
been wonderfully changed, it must take an awful lot of faith
to be an atheist.

----oooo---When you get to the point where you think you understand
your children, you’re probably too old for it to matter.

23

St Peter’s
Glenfield

WHO'S WHO AT ST. PETER'S, GLENFIELD 2022
Rector Revd. Richard Trethewey
Retired Clergy Revd. Pam Harvey

287 1604
232 2959

Church Centre bookings

Hayley Moore

bookings@stpetersglenfield.org.uk

0116 239 3768 Mon.-Fri. 9.30-11.30am

The members of the Parochial Church Council are:
Clergy: Revd. Richard Trethewey
Churchwardens: Rob Foster (Vice-Chair) and Jane Quarmby
Deanery Synod Reps: Brian Hughes (Secretary to the PCC),
Diane Hughes and Geoff Stokes
Other members:
Glenise Bowyer, Doreen Denney, (Treasurer),
Andrew Leeson (Assistant Treasurer), Andrew Norman,
Elizabeth Oldridge, Max (Mark) Oldridge, Emma Winfield,
,

Co-opted:

Revd. Pam Harvey, Barry Jones.

Have your say!
If you have any comments to make about any of the items in
the magazine, good, bad or indifferent, you can email me at
doreenmdenney@yahoo.co.uk or write it down and pass it on
to me. Please let me know if I have your permission to print
what you have to say.
Thank you
Doreen Denney
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